
Decision Notice 
 

Delegated Decision 
 

Dover District Council 

Decision No: DD30 

Subject: COVID-19 COMMUNITY FUND 

Date of Decision: 3 April 2020 

Notification Date: 14 April 2020 

Implementation Date: 3 April 2020 

Decision taken by: Nadeem Aziz, Chief Executive 

Delegated Authority: Arrangement LD04/20 made by the Leader of the Council on 
26 March 2020 in response to the COVID-19 Health Crisis 

Decision Type: Executive Non-Key Decision  

Call-In to Apply? No (Call-in does not apply to Non-Key Officer Decisions) 

Classification: Unrestricted  

Reason for the 
Decision: 

To establish a Covid-19 Community Fund to support local 
charities and community groups. 

Decision: To establish a Covid-19 Community Fund to support local 
charities and community groups that are providing essential 
services to the most vulnerable residents in the Dover 
district during the coronavirus lockdown and to allocate 
£50,000 to the fund. 

 

1. Consideration and Alternatives (if applicable) 

1.1 The Council will allocate £50,000 to an internally-managed fund from which it will offer 
grants of between £200 and £2,500 to local charities and community groups for 
projects that help vulnerable residents with basic essentials during the Covid-19 
lockdown. 

1.2 The fund is primarily designed to cover the running costs of projects, such as volunteer 
staff, utilities, or costs associated with setting up in a new, accessible location to deliver 
the service. Some capital costs, such as new equipment, will also be considered. 

1.3 The Council relies on section 138 of the Local Government Act 1972 (Power of 
principal councils with respect to emergencies or disaster) and section 1 of the 
Localism Act 2011 (Local authority’s general power of competence) to establish and 
administer the fund. 

2. Any Conflicts of Interest Declared? 

2.1 None. 

3. Supporting Information (as applicable) 

3.1 See attached press release.  
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Dover District Council is to launch a £50,000 Covid-19 Community Fund to support local 

charities and community groups that are providing essential services to the most vulnerable 

residents in the Dover district during the coronavirus lockdown. Applications will open on the 

DDC website early next week. 

Cllr Trevor Bartlett, Leader of Dover District Council, said: “Our Covid-19 Community Fund 

will give local charities and community groups quick and easy access to funding to sustain 

their amazing work on the ground as they work tirelessly to support vulnerable people at 

this unprecedented time. 

“Covid-19 is presenting many new challenges, especially for the most vulnerable in our 

community. And yet, we’ve seen the community rising to the challenge with emergency 

services, local authorities, community groups, and individual volunteers coming together to 

help those most in need. We can do this by working together. 

“We’re hoping that our £50,000 contribution to the Fund could be the start of a much bigger 

fundraising effort, supported by other corporate funders and a crowd-funding campaign.” 

https://www.dover.gov.uk/Home.aspx
https://www.dover.gov.uk/News/Home.aspx
https://www.dover.gov.uk/News/Press-Releases/PressReleases.aspx
https://www.dover.gov.uk/Home.aspx


The DDC Covid-19 Community Fund offers grants between £200 and £2,500 for projects that 

help vulnerable residents with basic essentials during the Covid-19 lockdown. This includes: 

» Food shopping and delivery 

» Collecting and delivering prescriptions and medicines 

» Dog walking 

» Befriending and buddy schemes 

» Physical and mental health and wellbeing 

The fund is primarily designed to cover the running costs of projects, such as volunteer 

staff, utilities, or costs associated with setting up in a new, accessible location to deliver the 

service. Some capital costs, such as new equipment, will also be considered. 

Support for the most vulnerable residents has stepped up a gear throughout this week as the 

UK entered its second full week of lockdown. This has included the launch of Kent Together, 

Kent County Council’s 24-hour hotline (03000 41 92 92). The Dover District Community Hub 

has been in operation seven days a week since last weekend (01304 821199). 

Posted on 03 April 2020e  

https://kentcc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Kent_Together?User_type=Public
https://www.dover.gov.uk/Community/Coronavirus-help-for-the-community.aspx
https://www.dover.gov.uk/Community/Coronavirus-help-for-the-community.aspx

